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white as milke, wherein for offence sake there was left neuer n
tooth : but it is no matter; what he wanted in person he had in
the purse ; which the poore gentlewoman little regarded, wishing
rather to tie herself to one that might fit her content, though
they lined meanely, then to him with all the wealth in Italye.
But shee was yong and forest to follow her father's direction, who
vpon large couenants was content his daughter should marry with
the doctor, and whether she like him or no, the match was made
vp, and in short time she was married.    The poore wench was
bound to the stake, and had not onely an old impotent man, but
one that was so jealous, as none might enter into his house with-
out suspicion, nor she doo any thing without blame : the least
glance,   the  smallest  countenance,  any smile,   was a manifest
instance to him, that shee thought of others better than himselfe;
thvs lie himselfe liued in a hell, and tormented his wife in as ill
pevplexitie.    At last it chaunced, that a young gentleman of the
citie cornming by her house, and seeing her looke out at her win-
dow,  noting her rare and excellent proportion, fell in loue with
her, and that so extreamelye, as his passion had no means till
her fauour might mittigate his heartsicke content.    The young
man that was ignorant in amorous matters, and had neuer been
vsed to courte anye gentlewoman, thought to reueale his passions
to some one freend, that might give him counsaile for the winning
of her loue ; and thinking experience was the surest maister, on
a claye seeing the olde doctor walking in the church e, (that was
Margarets husband,) little knowing who he was, he thought this
was the fittest man to whom he might discouer his passions, for
that hee was olde and knewe much, and was a physition that with
his drugges might help him forward in  his purposes: so that
seeing the old man walke solitary, he ioinde vnto him, and after a
curteous salute,  told him he was to impart a matter of great
import vnto him; wherein if hee would not onely be secrete, but
endeauour to pleasure him, his pains should be euery way to the
full considered.    You must imagine, gentleman, quoth Mutio, for
so was the doctors name, that men of our profession are no blabs,
but hold their secrets in their hearts' bottome; and therefore
reueale what you please,  it shall not onely be concealed,  but
cured; if either my art or counsaile may do it.    Upon this Lio-
nello, (so was the young gentleman called,)  told and discourst
vnto him from point to point how he was falne in loue with a gen-
tlewoman that was married to one of his profession; discouered
her dwelling and the house : and for that he was vnacquainted
with the woman, and a man little experienced in loue matters, he
required his favour to further him with his aduise.    JViutio at
this motion was stung to the hart, knowing it was his wife hee
was fallen in love withal; yet to conceale the matter, and to
experience his wiue's chastity, and that if she plaide false, he
might be reuenged on" them both, he dissembled the matter, and